
Space Coast Chapter Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: January 13, 2009              
Location: The Mighty Mushroom Restaurant; Melbourne , Florida 
Time Meeting Began: 6:30 p.m. 
# in Attendance: 16 
 
Anti-Trust Statement: This meeting shall be conducted in strict compliance with all Federal and 
State Anti-Trust rules and regulations. Members of this chapter and all others present are not here 
to violate any Anti-Trust laws. 
 
Secretary’s Report: President David Silon began by informing the membership that the December 
minutes were posted on the Space Coast Chapter Website and asked if there were any items that 
we wanted to discus.  A motion to accept the minutes was made by Donald Lanthorne, second by 
Donald Richter; the motion passed unanimously.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:         General Account Income  __   $0.00  
                                                                               Expense __ _$0.00  
       Balance  _$439.44  
 
        Scholarship Account Income ___$ 0.00   
            Expense ___$ 0.00 
       Balance $1,567.94  
  
Directors Report: Director Donald Lanthorne informed the members that at this time he has not 
heard what the final decision will be regarding who will regulate our profession.  Most directors are 
in favor of moving to the D.O.A., but not privatizing.  There was a long discussion about this as 
many members expressed their concerns about why such important decisions have been made in 
November and December without letting the general membership know what is going on until a 
couple of days that directors are to vote.   
 
Donald then informed the members that the directors were asked to get the general memberships 
opinion on whether we should continue to fund the Recruiter’s position at the Administrative Office.  
After hearing the pros and cons a straw vote was taken and our members decided that we are not 
in favor of funding the position. 
 
We were informed that the cattleman that has tried to have the trespass ordinance repealed in the 
past is again petitioning legislatators to repeal the ordinance.  As a compromise the F.S.M.S. 
executive officers have suggested that field personal will leave ribbon or wire flags identifying the 
company so the owners will know which firm was surveying on their property. 
 
Old Business: Susan Jackson suggested that we lower the cost of the calendar as many members 
have had a difficult time selling them.  President David Silon then stated while he was not totally 
against the idea, he would feel obligated to compensate those who have paid $25 if the cost were 
to drop to $15.  After discussing the pros and cons of this Kay Gargis, Chairperson of the Ways 
and Means Committee, stated that both she and John Gargis planned to attend the Education 
Conference and hoped to sell more there. 
 
At this time we have sold approximately 100 calendars and have decided to keep the cost at $25.  If 
we are still short of recovering our original investment during the February meeting we will revisit 



the idea of lowering the cost of the calendars at that time.  Kay also reiterated that we are really 
asking for a donation for the festival and the calendar is an item you will receive as a token of our 
appreciation. 
 
Susan Jackson, Chairperson of the 2009 Florida Surveyor’s Festival , announced that she would 
like to meet within the next week to continue planning for the festival.  She did express her 
concerns that we still do not have a sponsor nor do we have we had any commitments from any 
food venders other than Larry Effird’s Barbeque Team.   
 
President David Silon announced that we have received two scholarship applications, and an email 
from another applicant stating that he planned to submit his application by mail.  Sara Williams 
intends to begin checking references as we decided to award the scholarship before the end of this 
month. 
 
President David Silon announced that Kelly Thrash of Florida Sunshine One-call would be speaking 
at the February chapter meeting.  We then decided to look into other seminars, as the instructor for 
the History of Surveying Seminars (these were chosen by our membership in October of 2008) has 
not been able to commit to giving the seminars at our meeting. 
 
There was also discussion about having a Certified Floodplain Manager discus the proper way to 
complete a flood certificate.  After several members expressed that they felt the new flood 
certificate is fairly easy to complete we decided this may not be necessary. 
 
Andrew Powshok, who was named to the Brevard County Landscape Committee, reported that no 
revisions have been made to the Ordinance at this time.  He did inform the members that while he 
has several ideas on what needed to be change to benefit surveyors, he would like any concerns 
emailed to President David Silon, who would then prepare a formal letter on the chapter’s behalf.  
Andrew again reminded us that the committee would continue on a bi-monthly basis until May of 
2009.  At that time the committee will have made any revisions to the Ordinance and the committee 
will be dispersed. 
 
 
New Business: President David Silon then informed the membership that he plans to meet with the 
Brevard County High School Drafting teachers to introduce several surveying drafting assignments 
for students to complete as part of their curriculum.  The plan will be to begin with a simple 
Boundary Survey, then progress with a couple of sketch of descriptions.  The final assignments will 
include Foundation Asbuilt and a final Boundary & Topographic Survey once the house is complete.  
Many members look forward to seeing our local students learn more about our profession. 
 
Both Kurt Stafflinger and Joe Hale had the matching tickets for the 50/50 Raffle, though neither 
pulled the blue marble.  The jackpot for the raffle now stands at $297. 

 
Adjournment:  At 8:15 p.m. a motion to adjourn was made by Vice-President Donald Richter, 
second by Kurt Stafflinger, motion passed unanimously. 
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2009 Florida Surveyor’s Festival Committee Members from Left to Right 
Janet Hughes, David Silon, Sarah Williams, Donald Lanthorne, Kurt Stafflinger and Kay Gargis 
 

 
 
Janet Hughes, David Irwin (Blocked out), William Powell and Donald Lanthorne 


