
Space Coast Chapter Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: September 8, 2009              
Location: Mighty Mushroom Restaurant Melbourne, Flo rida 
Time Meeting Began: 6:31 p.m. 
# in Attendance: 15 
 
Anti-Trust Statement: This meeting shall be conducted in strict compliance with all Federal and 
State Anti-Trust rules and regulations. Members of this chapter and all others present are not here 
to violate any Anti-Trust laws. 
 
Announcements: President David Silon began the meeting by reciting the Anti-Trust Statement 
then informed membership that we had $539.00 in the 50/50 raffle, with tickets being available for 
$1 each, or 6 for $5. 
 
Members that were not able to attend the conference were informed about the recognition the 
chapter received at the Awards Banquet.  Thanks to the members hard work we were honored as 
Chapter of the Year  and received a Special Recognition Award  for holding the Surveyors’ 
Festival in 2007-2009.  John Gargis won the Scientific Research of the Year Award for the series 
of articles he wrote for the Florida Surveyor concerning Half-mile Post.  The final award went to 
Susan Jackson for Outstanding Civic Contribution of the Year by a pro fessional Surveyor and 
Mapper in recognition of her work as Festival Chair as well as all other chapter events that she and 
her staff participated in.  There definitely was electricity in the room considering that a chapter, 
which had never been honored previously, took home the most awards this year. 
  
Secretary’s Report: Copies of the July meeting minutes were distributed to the members.  David 
recited the minutes from the July meeting.  Membership was asked if there were any topics that we 
wanted to revisit.  After Treasurer John Gargis noted a grammar error, Vice-President Donald 
Richter made a motion to accept the report, seconded by Joe Hale.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  After distributing copies of the bank statement of the general account and the 
scholarship account, Treasurer John Gargis informed membership that the $1,250 the chapter 
donated at the conference has not been deducted yet. 

 
General Account Income     $800.00  

                                                                               Expense    $100.00  
       Balance $2,541.80  
 
        Scholarship Account Income        $0.00   
            Expense        $0.00 
       Balance           $1,567.94  
 
Director’s Report:  Donnie Lanthorne began by thanking everyone who attended the Annual 
Conference for supporting F.S.M.S.  Next year the conference will be in Naples. 
 
Donnie has become a member of the F.S.M.S. Membership drive committee.  One idea they have 
is encouraging chapters to look into is adopting a member who is delinquent on their dues.  Some 
members voiced the opinion that they would only support this for long time members or active 
officers.  The committee will focus on recruiting Professionals and potential Associate Members 



since the administrative office has hired a recruiting agency that will focus on bringing in more 
young people.   
 
Other news to note:  Several chapters in district one are creating care packages for our troops in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  For contact information we should contact Marilyn Evers.  Finally, Ronnie 
Taylor with the National Geodetic Survey called Donnie to congratulate him on the Space Coast 
Chapter’s recognition for the work we have put in promoting the profession. 
 
Old Business: Susan Jackson and Kay Gargis showed the winning Chapter of the Year 
Presentation along with some of the pictures of us acting crazy at the awards banquet. 
 
Sarah Williams and David Silon let the members know that we plan to advertise the S.C.C. 
Scholarship to Brevard Community College, Florida Atlantic University, the University of Florida and 
local surveyors who may employees that are interested. 
 
Susan Jackson informed the membership that she is in possession of the commemorative brass 
disk in honor of Michael Kane.  She will work with Joel and/or the family to confirm a location at the 
Port for the disk.   
 
New Business:  Kay Gargis has yet to receive a quote from Joan Brownell for Chapter shirts with 
a collar and the Chapter logo.  
 
Donnie informed membership that he would be working with his brother-in-law to help organize a 
golf tournament.  Susan Jackson said she has several ideas that she will relay to President-Elect 
Davis Irwin. 
 
I brought up a conversation that I had with Marilyn concerning the future of the Florida Surveyor’s 
Festival.  It was my understanding that Marilyn suggested that several chapters throughout the 
state combine forces and hold a multiple festivals during the Saturday of National Surveyor’s 
Week.  Many members did not feel this would be a good idea due to the fact that planning an 
event of this magnitude would be nearly impossible by doing the majority of the planning by phone 
and email.  It was noted the Dave Strayer would like to pick our brains as the Tampa Bay Chapter 
is considering hosting the festival. 
 
I informed members that I would soon be meeting with Brevard County High Schools to begin 
planning survey drafting assignments for their High School programs.  Another suggestion that I 
had was to combine the Scholarship committee and the work we are doing with the schools into 
an education committee since all of these endeavors are education related.  Membership decided 
not to change at this time. 
 
Donnie installed the following members as the Space Coast Chapter Officers for the 2009-2010 
term: 
President – David Irwin 
Vice-President – Joe Hale 
Secretary – Susan Jackson 
Treasurer – Sarah Williams 

 
Adjournment:  Prior to drawing the raffle tickets, Donnie presented me an impressive clock and 
plaque commemorating my year of service to the chapter.  This was a total surprise and after 
accepting the award I thanked the chapter for allowing me to represent them.  I closed by 



challenging the new officers as well as all of our members to complete the many tasks that we did 
not accomplish during the last year. 
   
Tegan Desmond and David Irwin had the winning tickets for the 50/50 raffle, but did not draw the 
blue marble.  For having the winning tickets both received a tee shirt, F.S.M.S. mouse pad, and 
pocket size notebooks from Office Depot. The raffle continues with 66 white marbles and 1 blue 
one. 
 
At 8:20 p.m. a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Don Richter, seconded by Kurt 
Stafflinger, the motion passed unanimously.  

 
 
 

 
 
2009-2010 Space Coast Chapter Officers (from right to left): Secretary: Susan Jackson, 
Treasurer: Sarah Williams, Vice-President: Joe Hale, President: David Irwin 
 



 
 
District 3 Director Donnie Lanthorne and Immediate Past-President David Silon 


